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DESCRIPTION:
Ancient Thasos was renowned for its wine, which was heavily exported in ceramic amphoras across
the eastern Mediterranean and the Black Sea. Once a principal market in this trade, the Athenian
Agora is now home to one of the largest collections of stamped amphora fragments from the island
of Thasos, including 723 items dating from the beginning of the 4th to the late 2nd century B.C. This
volume presents the Thasian amphora stamps of the Agora collection, contextualized in a broader
discussion of their interpretation and chronology. The core contributions of the volume are an
improved chronology of the officials mentioned on the stamps, based on a reassessment of
archaeological evidence from the Agora and beyond, and an innovative study of the engravers who
made the stamping dies. This volume also provides a critical review of the complex and still poorly
understood system of control over ceramic production that underlies the stamping practice. A
quantitative study based on 28,030 Thasian stamps highlights the major trends in the Thasian wine
trade and offers insight into the role of Athens in this trade.
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