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DESCRIPTION:
Women on the Land tells the remarkable story of women's contribution to agriculture and forestry
during the two World Wars. It traces the formation and history of the Women's Land Army, and
shows how women, mostly untrained and from non-farming backgrounds, helped maintain food
production for a beleaguered nation, by filling the places of men away at the war. At the height of the
First World War the Land Army had a full-time membership of 23,000 members, a number that was
to exceed 80,000 during the Second World War. The book pays tribute to women like Lady Denman,
who administered the Land Army during the Second World War and who was its chief inspiration and
driving force, and also outlines the part played by other women's groups in wartime. Containing
many first-hand reminiscences by the women who served, and a number of evocative illustrations,
Women on the Land highlights the years when women were effectively to challenge long-established
preconceptions as to what properly constituted 'women's work'.
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