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DESCRIPTION:
The Operation of Grace collects a decade's worth of essays by Gregory Wolfe taken from the pages
of Image, the literary journal he founded more than a quarter century ago. As he notes in the
preface, his Image editorials, while they cover a wide range of topics, focus on the intersection of art,
faith, and mystery. Wolfe believes that art and religion, while hardly identical, offer illuminating
analogies to one another - art deepening faith through the empathetic reach of the imagination and
faith anchoring art in a vision beyond the artist's ego. Several essays dwell on how aesthetic values
like ambiguity, tragedy, and beauty enlarge our understanding of the spiritual life. There are also a
series of reflections that extend Wolfe's campaign to renew the neglected and often misunderstood
tradition of Christian humanism. Finally, there are sections that contain more personal meditations
arising from Wolfe's involvement in nurturing and promoting the work of emerging writers and artists.
The Operation of Grace demonstrates once again why novelist Ron Hansen has spoken of Wolfe as
one of the most incisive and persuasive voices of our generation.
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