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DESCRIPTION:
In commemoration of Lothar von Falkenhausen's 60th birthday, this volume assembles eighteen
scholarly essays that explore the intersection between art, economy, and ritual in ancient East Asia.
The contributions are clustered into four themes: Ritual Economy, Ritual and Sacrifice, Technology,
Community, Interaction, and Objects and Meaning, which collectively reflect the theoretical,
methodological, and historical questions that Falkenhausen has been examining via his scholarship,
research, and teaching throughout his career. Most of the chapters work with archaeological and
textual data from China, but there are also studies of materials from Mongolia, Korea, Southeast
Asia and even Egypt, showing the global impact of Falkenhausens work. The chronological range of
studies extends from the Neolithic through the Bronze Age in China, into the early imperial,
medieval, and early modern periods. The authors discuss art, economy, ritual, interaction, and
technology in the broad context of East Asian archaeology and its connection to the world beyond.
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