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by Artur Mréwczynski-Van Allen

Alexei Khomiakov (1804-1860), a great Russian thinker, one of the founders of the Slavophile school
of thought, nowadays might be seen as one of the precursors of critical thought on the dangers of
modern political ideas. The pathologies that Khomiakov attributes to Catholicism and Protestantism -
authoritarianism, individualism, and fragmentation - are today the fundamental characteristics of
modern states, of the societies in which we live, and to a large extent, of the alternatives that are
brought forth in an attempt to counter them. Khomiakov's works therefore might help us take on the
challenge of rescuing Christian thought from modern colonization and offer a true alternative, a
space for love and truth, the living experience of the church. This book serves as a step on the path
toward recovering the church's reflection on its own identity as sobornost', as the community that is
the living body of Christ, and can be the next step forward toward recovering the capacity for thought
from within the church.
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