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by David Howe

In an outer arm of the spiralling Milky Way galaxy can be seen an insignificant speck. This is our
home, planet Earth. Its skies, clouds, lands and seas, and indeed life itself have long drawn the
interest of scientists and artists alike. Our cultural and scientific history is evidence enough that
curiosity and wonder are the twin drivers of both scientific and artistic imaginations. In Science and
Sensibility, David Howe unveils the stories of the scientists who helped to make sense of the stars,
clouds, life, rocks, and the elements, and weaves their tales with the thoughts and feelings of artists
who found meaning as they experienced nature's beauty, grandeur and mystery.

Scientific greats such as James Hutton, Charles Darwin, Dmitri Mendeleev, Gregor Mendel and
Annie Jump Cannon all the way up to today's leading scientists are complemented by the literary
insights of people such as William Wordsworth, Jorge Luis Borges and Iris Murdoch. Readers are
encouraged to embrace what the sciences and the arts can reveal together. In doing so, the earth
below and the heavens above become brighter and richer. The wonder and curiosity embodied in
Science and Sensibility could perhaps take us a step closer to holding 'Infinity in the palm of your
hand / and Etemity in an hour'.
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