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DESCRIPTION:
Within the English fall of Jerusalem tradition, nearly all scholarly attention has gone to Siege of
Jerusalem, which has enjoyed critical and pedagogical attention of late. Michael Livingston's 2004
edition with the Middle English Texts Series/MIP drew attention to the text, and Adrienne Williams
Boyarin has recently published a new translation with Broadview Press that appears in the
Broadview Anthology of British Literature's medieval volume (and as a stand-alone volume). With
this edition of the Destruction of Jerusalem, we hope to bring the poem (which is extant in more
copies than Siege) into the conversation. METS/MIP is precisely the right series and press to publish
Destruction. The work would complement METS volumes such as The King of Tars, Richard Coer
de Lion, and Crusades romances such as Three Middle English Charlemagne Romances. Indeed,
given METS's broad offerings in Middle English romance, the series is a natural home for
Destruction. Destruction would be of tremendous value particularly in courses focused on Crusades
traditions, traditions of medieval anti-Semitism, vernacular theology, or late medieval depictions of
difference more broadly, matters of considerable scholarly and pedagogical interest to medievalists
of late.
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